[image: image1.jpg]AICI|

ASSOCIATION OF

IMAGE

CONSULTANTS
INTERNATIONAL





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, please contact:

Cindy Cao, Beijing Chapter President

Katherine Wurzburg

Tel.:  (86 - 10) 8256-4684



VP/Marketing - AICI Int’l.

E-mail:  cindycao@ funtry.com


Tel.:  1-650-949-3170

THE ASSOCIATION OF IMAGE CONSULTANTS INTERNATIONAL (AICI)  GROWTH OUTSIDE OF THE U.S. IS THE CATALYST FOR CONDUCTING THEIR FIRST LEVEL CERTIFICATION (FLC) PROCESS IN CHINA
(Beijing):   AICI First Level Certification Program (FLC), part of the organization’s ongoing, accredited continuing education program, moved offshore for the first time in AICI’s history to China. A total of 43 participants sat for the examination recently, including member countries of Beijing, Hong Kong, Canada, Singapore, and the Philippines.  In Beijing, 17 image consultants   successfully passed, and are now qualified to use AICI after their names.  AICI Beijing Chapter President, Cindy Cao, says that the business of image consulting is “enhanced by the increased numbers of their chapter’s image consultants embracing the certification process.”  The Chapter members receiving their AICI status include: 
     Cindy Cao, Lily Zhang, Kathleen Chen, Rain  Dai, Dai  Hui, Guo  Xiao  Lei,   Helen Hu,  Tracy Hu, Margaret  Lee, Pang  Bo, Pallas Wang, Wang Yao  Lu, Wu  Shan  Shan, Xing  Dan, Yiran  Zheng, Zhao  Li, Ling  Zhang
Marion Gellatly, AICI, CIM, the international president of AICI, and founder of the San Francisco Bay Area-based firm, Powerful Presence, whose specialty is corporate image and etiquette, is elated with the association’s international growth.  “AICI is growing globally faster than anticipated. The Association began in 1990 with an elite U.S.-based membership.  Now we have members in 41 countries.”   A way to serve these global members is to expand AICI’s image educational program, which is the heart of our vision and purpose.”
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AICI is dedicated to a strict code of ethics:  To maintain the highest degree of professionalism in serving both the profession and individual clients:  Says Gellatly:  “Completing the FLC allows members to be recognized by their peers and clients as certified image consultants.  They have successfully completed the basic strategies of the image profession.”

As AICI reaches out to accommodate global challenges of its membership, it plans another FLC test to take place in Victoria, Australia in October, 2006.

Once a candidate has achieved AICI status, there is the impetus to reach the  next level of accreditation, certified image professional (CIP):  “This is even more intensive than FLC.  An applicant must be a full-time, practicing image 
consultant for two years, and needs to be constantly sharpening image skills by earning continuing education units or CEUs.

 “Our members want to stand out in the image profession, and recognize the benefits of this second-tier certification process,” states Elaine Stoltz, AICI, CIM, the international VP/Certificationn for AICI and a Texas-based image consultant. “The benefits are both lucrative and rewarding.”

The ultimate in AICI’s accredited process is the achievement of Certified Image Master (CIM).  Gellatly is only one of a select few worldwide that have achieved this highest level certification.  She admits that earning the CIM status is by far the most daunting, but welcomed the challenge.  She references Philosopher/Educator John Dewey who said:  “Education is not a preparation for life; education is life itself.”

AICI is the leading and largest professional association of personal and corporate image consultants worldwide.  A nonprofit organization, AICI is dedicated to advancing the level of professionalism and enhancing the recognition of image consultants.  On the web at aici.org.
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